


Supporting Your Child in Year 8

No wasted years
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The Four Pillars of Learning



Assessment at Cavendish
Where do we want pupils to get to?



Key Stage 3 Assessment at Cavendish

• All pupils will be regularly assessed in all subjects.

• At the end of a topic or unit of work pupils will complete 
formal assessments to check what they have learnt and to 
identify gaps in knowledge.

• Pupils will be given a score for this assessment.

• Three times a year pupils will receive a report showing their 
current level of performance within the year group



Levels of Performance
The language of the levels of performance is based on the language used in the primary phase but also feeds into the grades a pupil 

might expect to achieve at GCSE.

The levels of performance are as follow:

• On  Track  to achieve Greater Depth (GDS): The pupil is producing work that demonstrates knowledge and skills for a given end 
point in time that reflect what a pupil who would go on to get a Grade 7 or higher  at GCSE would produce. 

• On Track to achieve the Strong Standard (STR): The pupil is producing work that demonstrates knowledge and skills for a given 
endpoint that reflect what a pupil who would go on to get a Grade 5 or 6 at GCSE would produce.

• On Track to achieve the Expected Standard (EXS): The pupil is producing work that demonstrates knowledge and skills for a 
given endpoint that reflect what a pupil who would go on to get a Grade 4 at GCSE would produce.

• On Track for Working Towards the Expected Standard (WTS): The pupil is producing work that demonstrates knowledge and 
skills that a pupil who would not go on to get a Grade 4 at GCSE would produce

This does not mean that the pupil is producing work at Grade 5 (or Grade 7) in, say, Year 7 but is demonstrating the age appropriate 
knowledge and skills to go on to achieve that Grade. Progress is reflected in the depth of knowledge they are expected to demonstrate 
as they move through the course. 

It also does not mean that a pupil who is currently Working Towards is not capable of getting a Grade 4 or higher.



Attitude To Learning



Reports



Support Homework
Parents often wonder how much homework should be done by pupils at each level and 
the ideal amount of time for Year 8 is between 45 to 90 minutes a day.  While your child 
will now need to be working independently, the more interest you show and input you 
give, the more they will thrive.

 Support Their School Day

Another key way to support your child’s learning in Year 8 is to provide a calm, relaxed 
atmosphere at home for them as far as possible with healthy meals and snacks and to 
build in time to talk to them, read any correspondence from their school and help them 
with any research projects that they may have.

 

Make Year 8 great by getting a head start now!



 

Homework
Making the most of learning 

opportunities
• ClassCharts
• Has a significant impact on progress
• Get into routines
• Email the teacher/ form tutor or use the planner



Needs updated 
example…….



Homework schedule





 

Incidents of bullying
At Cavendish School we take incidents of bullying and prejudiced based 
behaviours extremely seriously. 

If a pupil or parent has any concerns they should report these to their Form Tutor 
or Guidance Leader as soon as possible.

These incidents will be dealt with in line with the school’s behaviour policy with a 
strong focus on restorative practices.

All incidents will be logged for both the aggressor and the victim to enable the 
school to track and monitor this carefully.



Attendance Matters

15

100%-97% 0-6days missed No Concern

91%-96.9% 7days -18days missed Risk of underachievement

86%-90.9% 19-28 days missed Severe risk of underachievement

0%-85.9% 29+days missed Extreme concern - underachievement



 

Key Dates
● Subject Evening - At present we are 

investigating how we will conduct our 
evenings in the current circumstances. 
More details will be available nearer the 
time.

● Provisional Date: 16th June 2022 
● Progress Reports: 3 times a year
(Christmas, Easter and Summer)



https://www.cavendishschool.net/information/
wellbeing-e-safety/

https://www.cavendishschool.net/information/wellbeing-e-safety/
https://www.cavendishschool.net/information/wellbeing-e-safety/
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Maths



KS3 Maths 
• All classes are set from the start of September 

• This year for those beginning year 8 classes are set based 
on previous results - Year 7

• We follow schemes of work for every class - spiral curriculum
 - These are adjusted for different ability levels
• Classes have short topic tests at the start and end of each 

unit (Cold/Hot Tasks) to demonstrate progress
• There will be three more formal exams during the year - 

term 2, 4 and 6.Exams include non-calculator and calculator 
skills



First 3 topics of the year:



KS3 Maths Homework
• Homework tasks are set once a week

-  Details are always on Class Charts.

• We use a variety of paper based or computer based tasks.
• At key stage three the homework task should be completed in 

approximately 30 minutes. 
• If parents help at home this is fine - however, we encourage 

independent learning and contact with the class teacher if a 
pupil is struggling.



Maths Support at Cavendish...
● Each term we celebrate successes with staff identifying 

four pupils in their class who exhibit high standards - one 
for each pillar of learning. An overall pupil of the term will 
be chosen for each year group.

● Small group work is used to support identified pupils.

● Intervention may be offered for pupils if needed - 
Symphony Maths to improve numeracy skills

● Teachers available at break or lunch for any questions...



How you could help...
● Monitor homework - students will be getting one piece per 

week in Maths.

● Ask to see their classbook

● Encourage looking back over topics they found difficult.

● Approach the class teacher if you have any questions, 
concerns or need advice.

● Remind pupils that there is plenty of support available at 
school - sometimes they just need to be brave and ask…



Thank you for your support…

In the case of an issue, please contact your child’s 
teacher in the first instant.

Alternatively:

Year 7 and 8 Lead: Miss De Souza

Head of Faculty: Mrs Dean





How we make English enjoyable for 
Year 8 at Cavendish.

How you can support your child to 
help them succeed in English.

How we will prepare your child for exams, 
college and adulthood.



Year Eight  English at Cavendish 
2021-2022

Term One: Against the Odds - Non-Fiction reading

Pupils will explore the effect of language used in a range of 
non-fiction texts, looking particularly at autobiographies and 
newspaper articles, exploring different opinions, viewpoints 
and experiences.

Pupils also have one lesson every second week timetabled 
in the library to read for pleasure and also complete a 20 
minute session of learning on Bedrock.



Year Eight  English at Cavendish 
2021-2022

Term Two: George Orwell’s ‘Animal Farm’

The study of this novel will include lively exploration of its 
political and social context and important analysis of a 
writer’s purpose to prepare pupils for studying a novel for 
their GCSE English Literature course.



Year Eight  English at Cavendish 
2021-2022

Term Three: Opinion Writing
In this scheme we introduce one form (Article) and 
one purpose (Argue) for their Non-fiction writing skills. 
In this scheme there is an emphasis on extended 
writing and how you can hook in an audience and 
express your opinion, using appropriate language 
techniques and vocabulary.



Year Eight  English at Cavendish 
2021-2022

Term Four: War Poetry
Your child will have the opportunity to study a wide 
range of poems, developing their reading skills and 
analysing how poets use language and structure to 
affect readers. They will also develop confidence in 
comparing poems, while considering the importance 
of written heritage.



Year Eight  English at Cavendish 
2021-2022

Term Five: Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’

This scheme provides an opportunity to build upon 
previous experience of reading Shakespeare plays; 
developing an understanding of the Jacobean era and its 
influences on the play with superstition, the role of women 
and the murderous characters. It also offers a valuable 
insight into studying the skills needed for GCSE English 
Literature.



Year Eight  English at Cavendish 
2021-2022

Term Six: Creative Writing 
Pupils will have the opportunity to express themselves 
through creative writing, demonstrating language devices 
and vocabulary to create a sense of mystery, action and 
understanding of a story arc.



What we do in 
school…

•      Intervention in class by one of the English department teachers.

• Sound Training reading booster sessions (6 x 1hr sessions for 
selected mid and high ability readers).

• We word and structure end of term assessments so that they sound 
like the assessments they will take at KS4 to prepare them.

• Regular homework which you can monitor on Classcharts.

• Library lessons once a fortnight - which includes a session on 
Bedrock.

• Bedrock sessions once a week in tutor time.



How pupils can be 
supported at home…

1. Monitor exercise books for presentation, teacher 
comments and homework.

2. Encourage them to redo and improve a piece of work 
in their exercise book, adding to it.



Reading at home is key to 
success…



A starting point.
Appropriate and popular authors for this age 
range include:

         Modern/contemporary authors     Classic/established favourite authors       

Malorie Blackman  Enid Blyton

Eoin Colfer Frances Hodgson Burnett

Suzanne Collins Lewis Carroll

Anthony Horowitz Roald Dahl

Patrick Ness   Kenneth Grahame

Philip Pullman J.R.R. Tolkien

Robert Swindells Jules Verne



Non fiction texts are 
really important too!

Non-fiction:
• Magazines (Saturday and Sunday supplements from the 

broadsheets are most beneficial), broadsheet newspapers, 
websites (such as the BBC, nationalgeographic.com, 
theguardian.com/uk), biographies and autobiographies of 
your child’s heroes.



Thank you for your support…
In the case of an issue, please contact your 
child’s teacher in the first instant.

Alternatively:

Year 8 Lead & Head of Faculty: Miss Lawrence


