
Supporting Your Child in Year 7

Working together to achieve the best for all 
pupils
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The Four Pillars of Learning



 

Homework
Making the most of learning 

opportunities
• ClassCharts
• Has a significant impact on progress
• Homework club in the Library 3.30-4.30
• Get into routines!
• Email the teacher/ form tutor or use the planner







Attendance Matters
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100%-97% 0-6days missed No Concern

91%-96.9% 7days -18days missed Risk of underachievement

86%-90.9% 19-28 days missed Severe risk of underachievement

0%-85.9% 29+days missed Extreme concern - underachievement



 

Key Dates

● 23rd April 2020- Subject Evening
●  Progress Reports: 3 times a year



https://www.cavendishschool.net/information/
wellbeing-e-safety/

https://www.cavendishschool.net/information/wellbeing-e-safety/
https://www.cavendishschool.net/information/wellbeing-e-safety/




Where do we want pupils to get to?



Assessment at Cavendish
• We use GCSE Grades throughout the Secondary Phase

– A consistent assessment language throughout the phase

• All pupils will have targets for the end of each year based on 
their starting points

• Targets are challenging and stretching

• Targets will be GCSE grades but broken down to +, = and –



GCSE Gradings
Grade 9: Top A* performers, about half of the 6.8% who got A*s this year are likely to 
get it.

Grade 8: The rest of those who obtained A* but did not qualify for a 9

Grade 7: Equivalent to an A Grade pass

Grade 6: Top end of the existing B Grade

Grade 5:  Pitched at the top end of the old C Grade and the bottom of the old B grade

Grade 4: Equivalent to a C Grade pass

Grade 3: Equivalent to a D Grade pass

Grade 2: Equivalent to an E Grade pass

Grade 1: Equivalent to Grade F and G passes



How will my child know how they are doing and how to improve?

• Grade stickers



How will my child be assessed?

• All assessments will use GCSE style questions. 

How useful are sources A and B for investigating the 
life of pirates?

Explain your answer using sources A and B and your 

knowledge of the historical context. [8]

Write an account that explains how the Suffragettes 
campaigned for women to vote. 
You may include the following in your answer:
•  Posters
•  Smashing windows

You must also include information of your own. [8]



How will my child know how they are doing and how to improve?

• Grade descriptors



How will my child know how they are doing and how to improve?

• Feedback – SIR marking
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Maths



KS3 Maths 
• All classes are set from the start of September
• We follow levelled schemes of work for every 

class
• Classes have short topic tests at the end of 

each unit
• There will be three larger more formal exams 

during the year 



First 3 topics of the year:



KS3 Maths Homework
• Homework tasks are set once a week

- This could be in Maths books, or could be online. 
-  Details are always on Class Charts.

• Use of HEGARTY Maths
- Full supported video tutorials
- Online topic quizzes

• We run homework catch-up sessions - Monday 
lunchtimes in 111



What we are doing to support...
● Classes are set by ability
● All larger exams are in exam paper form
● Intervention may be offered for pupils if needed - 

Symphony Maths to improve numeracy skills
● Homework club and teachers available at break or lunch

for any questions...



How you could help...
● Monitor homework - students should be getting one piece 

per week in Maths.
● Encourage revision and reflection on a regular basis.
● Remind students that there is plenty of support available 

at school - sometimes they just need to be brave and 
ask...





Last year:

82% achieved 4 or better in English Language

84% achieved 4 or better in English Literature  

88% achieved 4 in Language or Literature

Our average GCSE grade was a 5.

This year, a 4 is a pass (C). 5 is a good pass and the new ‘standard’.



Year Seven English at Cavendish 
2018 -19

Term One: Pirates.
A creative and exciting introduction to Key Stage Three English, 
where your child will explore English using fun themed stimuli around 
the theme of pirates. They will analyse extracts from the novel 
Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson and will explore a range 
of creative writing skills. 
In this term, we also assess your child’s reading and spelling ages. They  
have one lesson a week timetabled in the LRC to follow our Accelerated 
Reader programme.



Year Seven English at Cavendish
2018-19

Term Two:World Poetry 
Your child will have the opportunity to study a 
wide range of poems from around the world, 
developing their reading and analysis skills on how 
poets use language and structure to affect 
readers. They will also develop confidence in 
identifying and using different poetic techniques. 



Year Seven English at Cavendish
2018-19

Term Three: Creative Writing, inspired by ‘Escape 
from Kraznir.’ 
In this scheme, pupils will use extracts from 
the fantasy story ‘Escape from Kraznir’ to 
inspire their own creative writing piece in the 
fantasy genre.



Year Seven English at Cavendish
2018-19

Term Four: The Tempest 

In this term, your child will get to investigate the 
language of Shakespeare through his magical 
play ‘The Tempest.’ This unit of work is full of 
drama based activities to support all pupils in 
engaging with and enjoying a Shakespeare 
play. 



Year Seven English at Cavendish
2018-19

Term Five: The Island and Holiday Project 
This exciting project allows pupils to work 
together to create their own ‘Dream Islands’, 
advertise them using persuasive language 
and then write letters of complaint about their 
imaginary stays at each other’s ‘Dream 
Islands.’



Year Seven English at Cavendish 
2018-19

Term Six: Novel study: ‘Refugee Boy’.
During this final term, your child will study Benjamin 
Zephaniah’s emotional novel about Alem, a young 
refugee, who escapes  the Ethiopian conflict with his 
father to seek asylum in the UK. They will complete a 
reading assessment exploring the character 
development of Alem through the novel.



GCSEs English Language Paper 1: Fiction.
English Language Paper 2: Non Fiction.

English Literature Paper 1: Romeo and 
Juliet and Jekyll and Hyde.
English Literature Paper 2: An Inspector 
Calls, Power and Conflict poetry and 
unseen poetry. 



What we do in school…

• Intervention with an intervention tutor to help with areas 
identified by class teachers.

• Sound Training reading booster sessions (6 x 1hr sessions for 
selected mid and high ability readers).

• We word and structure end of term assessments so that they 
sound like the assessments they will take at KS4 to prepare them.

• Regular homework which you can monitor on Classcharts

• Library lessons once a week.



How pupils can be 
supported at home…

1. Monitor exercise books for presentation, teacher 
comments and homework.

2. Encourage them to attend any intervention we have put 
in place.

3. Encourage them to redo and improve a piece of work in 
their exercise book, adding to it.



Reading at home is key to 
success…



Thank you for your support…
In the case of an issue, please contact your 
child’s teacher in the first instant.

Alternatively:

Year 7 Lead: Mr Hurcomb

Head of Faculty: Mrs Howarth


