
Getting Ready For GCSE
Year 9

Working together to support your 
child



Major Changes to GCSE Syllabuses

• What is studied

– A greater emphasis on knowledge and recall

• Style of exams

• Grading system and what this means for 
pupils



Changes to the way the curriculum has 
been organised for most pupils

Qualification 1 English (Must study both 

Language and Literature)

Compulsory
Double weighting

Qualification 2 Maths Compulsory
Double weighting

Qualification 3 E Bacc 1 Can be chosen from all the remaining E Bacc subjects: 
Combined Science (counts as two), Biology, Chemistry, 

Physics, Computer Science, History, Geography, Languages
Qualification 4 E Bacc 2

Qualification 5 E Bacc 3

Qualification 6 Other GCSEs and High 
Value Qualifications

Can be chosen from the full DfE list of high quality 
qualifications including listed Vocational qualifications, 

further E Bacc subjects such as English Lit and other GCSE 
subjects including Arts and Creative subjects.

Qualification 7

Qualification 8



Changes to GCSE Gradings
Comparative Outcomes

Grade 9: Top A* performers, about half of the 6.8% who got A*s in the past are likely to get 
it.
Grade 8: The rest of those who obtained A* but did not qualify for a 9
Grade 7: Equivalent to an A Grade pass
Grade 6: Covering those from two thirds of pupils who would have got a B Grade
Grade 5: A ‘good pass’ covering the top third of those who would have got a C grade and 
the bottom third of those who got a B
Grade 4: Equivalent to a C Grade pass
Grade 3: Equivalent to a D Grade pass
Grade 2: Equivalent to an E Grade pass
Grade 1: Equivalent to Grade F and G passes



What this means for pupils at 
Cavendish

• Expectations have been raised in all GCSEs

• Getting highest grades has become even more 
challenging



Measuring Progress in Year 9
• In Year 9 pupils will continue to be assessed using GCSE grades as in Years 7&8
• Pupils have been set ambitious expectations for what they should get at the end of year 11 

but these remain subject to change as schools develop their understanding of the new 
GCSEs

• In Year 9 we don’t expect pupils to be achieving their final target grade and they may find it 
demotivating to be given grades significantly below their Year 11 target 

• To avoid this potentially demotivating situation we have broken down our ambitious 
targets to reflect where we expect pupils to be at the end of Year 9 rather than the end of 
Year 11.

• The grades that we report to you will be based on current performance rather than 
predicting what they will get.

• We will begin to make predictions towards the end of Year 10



https://www.cavendishschool.net/information/
wellbeing-e-safety/

https://www.cavendishschool.net/information/wellbeing-e-safety/


Making Changes

• Any option changes should usually made within 
the qualifications baskets

• Spaces are limited in some subjects
• Any changes to options should be made by 

Christmas
• If you have any concerns talk to Mrs Catterick 

in the first instance



Attendance and Punctuality

Attendance should be at least 96%
Attendance Matters

• All research shows that there is a direct link between  attendance and achievement

• Every day counts as that could be the day crucial content is covered

• Good attendance is a key criteria for earning an invite to the Year 11 Prom

Punctuality Matters

• Develops good work habits

• Makes sure pupils hear key messages



Encourage good study habits at 
home

• Quiet working spaces

• Set times for doing homework

• Revision timetables

• No electronic devices once your child has gone 
to bed



Key Dates for Year 9

• Progress Reports 3 times a year

• Subject Evening 17th January 2019

• Year 9 Exam week beginning 17th June 2019



Preparing for the newer MATHS 
GCSE exams



Changes to the course content

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams

● Advice has changed regarding the proportion of 
students that would be expected to sit Foundation or 
Higher tier.

● A large proportion of content from Higher has moved 
to Foundation. For a secure Grade 5, concepts will have 
to be mastered which have, up until now, been for A&B 
grade pupils.



Changes to the course content

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams

● Around 20 objectives, currently only assessed at Higher, 
are moving to Foundation.

● Around 15 objectives, will be new over both tiers.
● 12 new skills will be going into Higher tier only.
● There will be a few objectives no longer being assessed 

at all.



Changes to the Exam   

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams

● 3 papers (instead of 2)

● There will be fewer formulae provided - more demanding 
in terms of formulae that need to be memorised.



Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams

● EDEXCEL - any revision guides and workbooks should specify this 

exam board. We recommend these:



Equipment

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams

● It will make a huge difference if pupils have their own basic 
equipment for lessons.
● Pen and Pencil

● Ruler
● Scientific Calculator

● Protractor
● Compass

● MATHS BOOK - pupils now take their 

work books home with them every day



Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams

What we are doing to support...

● Classes are set by ability

● All larger exams are in exam paper form

● Intervention may be offered for pupils if needed

● Homework club and teachers available at break or lunch

for any questions...



Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams

How you could help...

● Monitor homework - students should be getting one piece 

per week in Maths.

● Encourage revision and reflection on a regular basis.

● Remind students that there is plenty of support available 

at school - sometimes they just need to be brave and 

ask...



Science



GCSE Combined Science  (Trilogy) Assessments

Biology Paper 1 (1hr 15) Biology Paper 2 (1hr 15)

Chemistry Paper 1 (1hr 15) Chemistry Paper 2 (1hr 15)

Physics Paper 1 (1hr 15) Physics Paper 2 (1hr 15)

Total Score

9 9

9 8

8 8

8 7

7 7

7 6

6 6



GCSE Triple Science Assessments

Biology Paper 1 (1hr 45)

Biology Paper 2 (1hr 45)

Biology Total

Biology Grade

Chemistry Paper 1 (1hr 45)

Chemistry Paper 2 (1hr 45)

Chemistry Total

Chemistry Grade

Physics Paper 1 (1hr 45)

Physics Paper 2 (1hr 45)

Physics Total

Physics Grade



Science Exams

• Specified content and key knowledge
• Maths skills (*physics formulae)
• Extended writing 
• Required Practical Assessment



How we will prepare  your child.

• Regular assessments throughout the year to identify 
strengths and areas for development

• Master classes to address areas for development
• Continual review of previous content 
• Mocks and pre public exams
• Homework that consolidates key content 
• Access to an online resources, revision and text books
• Ensure foundation/higher tier entries are appropriate



https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login





Online Support



Recommended Books



How can you support your child to help them 
succeed in Science?

1. Monitor homework and ensure completion
2. Choose a revision guide/workbook to consolidate class 

content and structure exam preparation
3. Encourage your child to use Kerboodle, Collins Connect 

and Gcsepod
4. Test key content using flashcards/mini quizzes





Last year:

-81% achieved 4 or better in English Language

-69% achieved 5 or better- best in Eastbourne

-79% achieved 4 or better in Literature

-A 4 is a pass (C). 5 is a good pass and the new 
‘standard’.













Year 9

Literature:

Romeo and Juliet

Poetry -CONFLICT

*Will be revisited 

throughout Year 10 and 

11.

Language:
Reading skills:

● Analysing language 

and structure

● Comparing texts

Writing skills:

● Grammar

● Presenting a viewpoint

● Descriptive writing





•Intervention with Mrs Aldred for students who have underperformed in 

an assessment and need further support (small groups).

•Sound Training with Mrs Aldred for booster reading sessions (including 

middle ability).

•Practice questions.

•Revise exam technique with them

What we do in 
school…



At home...

● Monitor exercise books for presentation, teacher 

comments and homework.

● Encourage them to redo and improve a piece of 

work in their exercise book, adding to it.

● Re-read class texts: reading ‘Romeo and Juliet’ as 

a family has proved a popular exercise! Alternatively 

seek chances to watch in performance.










