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How GCSEs are changing and what 

we are doing to support our students



Major Changes to GCSE Syllabuses

• What is studied

– A greater emphasis on knowledge and recall

• Style of exams

• Grading system and what this means for 
students



Changes to the way the 
curriculum has been organized for 

most students
Qualification 1 English (Must study 

both Language and 
Literature)

Compulsory
Double weighting

Qualification 2 Maths Compulsory
Double weighting

Qualification 3 E Bacc 1 Can be chosen from all the remaining E Bacc 
subjects: Combined Science (counts as two), 

Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Computer 
Science, History, Geography, Languages

Qualification 4 E Bacc 2

Qualification 5 E Bacc 3

Qualification 6 Other GCSEs and 
High Value 

Qualifications

Can be chosen from the full DfE list of high 
quality qualifications including listed 

Vocational qualifications, further E Bacc 
subjects such as English Lit and other GCSE 

subjects including Arts and Creative subjects.

Qualification 7

Qualification 8



Changes to GCSE Gradings
Comparative Outcomes

Grade 9: Top A* performers, about half of the 6.8% who got A*s 
this year are likely to get it.
Grade 8: The rest of those who obtained A* but did not qualify for 
a 9
Grade 7: Equivalent to an A Grade pass
Grade 6: Covering those from two thirds of students who currently 
get a B Grade
Grade 5: A ‘good pass’ covering the top third of those who 
currently get a C grade and the bottom third of those who get a B
Grade 4: Equivalent to a C Grade pass
Grade 3: Equivalent to a D Grade pass
Grade 2: Equivalent to an E Grade pass
Grade 1: Equivalent to Grade F and G passes



What this means for students at 
Cavendish

• Expectations have been raised in all GCSEs

• Getting highest grades has become even more 
challenging



How we can work together



Curriculum

• All GCSE course content already being covered
– This means that any changes need to be made as 

soon as possible.

• Any changes are usually made within the 
qualifications baskets

• Any changes should be made by October half 
term

• If you have any concerns talk to us



Communication

• If you have any concerns please contact the 
subject teacher as soon as possible.

• Subject Evening 12th January 2017

• Progress Reports 3 times a year

• Getting Ready for Year 11 Evening- Term 6



Attendance and Punctuality

Attendance should be at least 95%
Attendance Matters

• All research shows that there is a direct link 
between  attendance and achievement

• Every day counts as that could be the day crucial 
content is covered

Punctuality Matters

• Develops good work habits

• Makes sure students miss nothing



Encourage good study habits at 
home

• Quiet working spaces

• Set times for doing homework

• Revision timetables

• No electronic devices once your child has gone 
to bed





-Last year, 84% C or better in English Language

-71% C or better in Literature

-This year, a 4 is a pass (C) and will mean that 
your child  will not have to retake English at 
college, but they will soon face competition in 
the work place from students with 5s (a good 
pass this year), which will soon become the 
norm. 



What the 4 papers look like for 
English Language and Literature.

How we will prepare your child.

How you can support your child to 
help them succeed in English.



The Structure of the           Papers

Language Paper 2

Language Paper 1 Literature Paper 1

Literature Paper 2



Section A: Reading of one literature fiction text

• 1 short form question (E.g. List 4 things…)

• 1 long form question looking at language

• 1 long form question looking at structure

• 1 extended question asking students to evaluate

Section B: Writing a description or narrative 

Language Paper 1



Section A: Reading of one one non-fiction text and one literary 
non-fiction text

• 1 short form question (E.g. Which 4 statements are true?)

• 1 long form question writing a summary of 2 texts

• 1 long form question looking at language

• 1 extended question asking students to compare how the two 
writers present their attitudes

Section B: Writing to present a viewpoint

Language Paper 2



Paper 1: Shakespeare and the C19th novel
Section A: Shakespeare
• Students will answer one question on ‘Romeo and Juliet’. 

They will be required to write in detail about an extract from 
the play and then to write about the play as a whole.

Section B: C19th Novel
• Students will answer one question on ‘Jekyll and Hyde’. They 

will be required to write in detail about an extract from the 
novel and then to write about the novel as a whole.

Literature Paper 1



Section A: Modern texts 
• Students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on 

J.B.Priestley’s, ‘An Inspector Calls’. N.B. There will be no printed 
extract. 

Section B: Poetry
• Students will answer one comparative question on one named poem 

printed on the paper (from the Power and Conflict Cluster in students’ 
AQA poetry anthologies) and one other poem from the cluster they 
have studied.

Section C: Unseen Poetry
• Students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one 

question comparing this poem with a second unseen poem.

Literature Paper 2



Year 10

Literature

• Jekyll and Hyde

• An Inspector Calls

• Poetry (Power and 
Conflict Cluster)

Language

• Grammar for writing

• Descriptive and 
narrative writing

Year 11

Literature

• Romeo and Juliet

• Unseen poetry

• Revision

Language

• Writing to express a view 
point

• How to answer questions on 
fiction and non-fiction texts 
for the AQA Language Papers





What we do in 
school…

• Intervention with Mrs Aldred for students who have 
underperformed in an assessment and need further 
support (small groups).

• Sound Training with Mrs Aldred for booster reading 
sessions (including middle ability).

• Walking Talking Mocks.
• Practice questions.
• Pre Public Exams.
• Give students the key quotations they need to learn for 

their Literature practice exams.
• Revise exam technique with them in assemblies etc.



How students can be 
supported at home…

1. Monitor exercise books for presentation, 
teacher comments and homework.

2. Encourage them to redo and improve a piece 
of work in their exercise book, adding to it.



1. Key quotations learned before assessments (these 
are uploaded to SMHW and stuck into books).

2. Encourage students to write out quotes and make 
posters which can be stuck up around the house.

3. Test their memory of what they have learned.

4. Revision guides can be especially useful for 
improving the understanding of plot and characters.

For Literature:



Reading at home is key to success…



Google: Young Adult Books



Non-fiction:

• Magazines (Saturday and Sunday supplements 
from the broadsheets are most beneficial), 
broadsheet newspapers, websites (such as the 
BBC, nationalgeographic.com, 
theguardian.com/uk), biographies and 
autobiographies of your child’s heroes.



AQA Recommended Text Books

• Web address is on 
handout

• Google the book title as 
it is on the AQA site 
and you will find it for 
sale on Amazon



An aside…



The Reading Well for Young People campaign is 
aimed at 13- to 18-year-olds, and provides them 
with a recommended reading list covering 
mental health issues from depression to eating 
disorders, and from anxiety to self-harm, 
bullying and exam pressure.

The web address for the full reading list is on 
your handout.



From September…

• Pencil case with a pen and ruler. 

• Books are taken to school – a desk at home.

• Your child’s exercise book can be used to start a 
dialogue with your child.

• Read the teacher’s comments from marking.

• Ask your child to redo pieces of work if you wish.

• Email your child’s teacher directly to arrange a 
phone conversation.



Planning ahead for Maths GCSE

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams



Changes to the course content

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams



Advice has changed, for 
those students who 

previously would have been 
advised to move from 

Foundation to Higher. Why?

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams



A large proportion of content 
from Higher, has moved to 

Foundation. For a secure Grade 
5, concepts will have to be 

mastered which have, up until 
now, been for A&B grade 

students.

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams



Around 20 objectives, currently 
only assessed at Higher, are 

moving to Foundation.

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams



Around 15 objectives, will be 
new over both tiers.

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams



12 new skills will be going into 
Higher tier only.

There will be a few objectives 
no longer being assessed at all.

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams



There have been a 
number of other changes 

to the assessments.                   

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams



There will be fewer 
formulas on  page 2, at 
the start of the exams.

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams



Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams

Strand 
1

Strand 2 Strand 3

Using and 
applying 
standard 

techniques 

Reason, 
interpret & 

communicate 
mathematically

Solve 
problems 

within 
maths & 

other 
contexts



Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams

Three exams

Each exam lasts 90 
mins

Each exam totals 80 
marks



Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3

Non-calc Calculator Calculator

The content being 
assessed, could come from 

any part of the syllabus.



Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams

Strand 1 will have the 
greater weighting for 

each tier.

Strands 2&3, will have 
equal weighting.



Equipment!
It will make a huge 

difference if pupils have 
their own basic 

equipment for lessons.

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams



All mocks will be in the 
style of the new exams.

Preparing for the new MATHS GCSE exams



YR 10 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

INFORMATION



Voluntary Contribution

We ask for this as a signed commitment to the 
week. 

It actually costs the school £13.50 per student 

(we still have to pay this for students who find 
their own placements)



What are the next steps?

• We do have to use the Aspire website!

• Students are already booked on to the system so you 
must have you child’s log in details before you leave.

• Please log in to the website ASAP to ensure it all works 
correctly.

• IT ONLY WORKS ON INTERNET EXPLORER

• Start to select your choices.



Choosing placements

• Once logged on students can pick three placements  
- (I will show you how)

• For each placement they need to say why they have 
chosen it.

• Deadline for completion of placements is:

1. Own Placements 14 October 5pm

2. Aspire Placements 4 November 5pm



• As much as we would love to we cannot guarantee 
a placement for all our students!

• Please be flexible with your approach, if we cannot 
place you with your chosen company we will try 
and place you with a very similar one.  



ASPIRE STUDENT MANUAL

CAVENDISH SCHOOL 

WORK EXPERIENCE 2016



















Placements
• Once we have finalised placements we will inform you 

by letter.

• The letter will contain:

- What the placement is

- A Risk assessment for the placement

- A medical form (which must be returned)

• The Student and Parental Agreement must be returned 
to school for the placement to go ahead.

• Two weeks prior, students must contact the placement 
to introduce themselves and find out any details.



Own Placements
• You are able to set up your own placements.

• We must still register you with Aspire for health & safety 
and insurance reasons.

• If it is out of area there will be a charge of £25 - £75 
which you will need to pay before the placement takes 
place. 

• If it is in East Sussex there generally isn’t a charge but 
this is not always the case 

•(the reason is every placement has to be risk assessed and visited). 



Key Dates
Cavendish Year 10 work experience 

6 Feb – 10  Feb 2017

• Cut-off date for OWN PLACEMENTS is Friday 14 October 

5pm 

• Cut-off date for all ASPIRE PLACEMENTS is Friday 4 

November 5pm

After this the ASPIRE system shuts down and logs you out


