
Supporting Your Child in Year 8

Working together to achieve the best for all 
pupils
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Supporting Your Child in Year 8

No wasted years
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Attendance Matters
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100%-97% 0-6days missed No Concern

91%-96.9% 7days -18days missed Risk of underachievement

86%-90.9% 19-28 days missed Severe risk of underachievement

0%-85.9% 29+days missed
Extreme concern -

underachievement



Homework
Making the most of learning 

opportunities

• Show My Homework
• Has a significant impact on progress
• Hw club in Reading Lounge 3.30-4.30
• Get into routines!
• Email the teacher/ form tutor or use the planner



Beginning to make choices

At the end of Year 8 students will be able to 
make choices about specialising in the Arts 

and DT
GCSE options will be taken in Year 9
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Our Assessment Policy

Effective assessment lies at the heart of effective teaching and 
learning. The main purpose of assessment is to secure each pupil’s 
entitlement to accurate feedback about their progress towards 
aspirational and challenging targets.  Assessment should promote 
independence and responsibility for a pupil’s own learning and 
progress so that pupils initiate and extend the range of their 
capabilities, successfully blending both traditional and digital 
contexts of learning.

An accurate knowledge of what students are capable of and achieve 
is essential if teachers, in turn, are to support students in their next 
steps for learning.  
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How  is assessment changing at a
national level? 

• Since September 2014 schools are no longer be required 
to report using National Curriculum Levels

• The standards set out in the new National Curriculum do 
not match with the old National  Curriculum Levels

• New assessment measures at the end of Key Stage 2

• New grades at GCSE

• Schools are expected to develop their own systems for 
measuring progress to match these changes

• Schools should no longer be using National Curriculum 
levels when discussing progress

7



Assessment at Cavendish

• Use New GCSE Grades throughout the 
Secondary Phase

– A consistent assessment language 
throughout the phase

• All students will have targets for the end of 
each year based on their starting points

• Targets are challenging and stretching

• Targets will be GCSE grades but broken down 
to +, = and –



Changes to GCSE Gradings

Grade 9: Top A* performers, about half of the 6.8% 
who got A*s this year are likely to get it.
Grade 8: The rest of those who obtained A* but did 
not qualify for a 9
Grade 7: Equivalent to an A Grade pass
Grade 6: Top end of the existing B Grade
Grade 5:.  Pitched at the top end of the old C Grade 
and the bottom of the old B grade
Grade 4: Equivalent to a C Grade pass
Grade 3: Equivalent to a D Grade pass
Grade 2: Equivalent to an E Grade pass
Grade 1: Equivalent to Grade F and G passes



Where do we want students to get 
to?



Mapping Levels and Grades



Common misconceptions

‘They were Level 5 at primary school and now 
you are saying they are Level 3. Doesn’t this 
mean they have gone backwards?’

‘They are Grade 2 now. Does this mean they are 
going to fail their GCSEs?’

12



GCSE 9-1 at Key Stage 3
- Humanities (History, 

Geography, RE)

• How will my child be assessed in years 7-9?

• How will my child know how they are doing and how to improve?



How will my child be 
assessed?

• All assessments will use GCSE style questions. 

How useful are sources A and B for 
investigating the life of pirates?

Explain your answer using sources A and 
B and your knowledge of the historical 
context. [8]

Write an account that explains how the 
Suffragettes campaigned for women to vote. 
You may include the following in your 
answer:
• Posters
• Smashing windows
You must also include information of your 
own. [8]



How will my child know how they are 
doing and how to improve?

• Grade stickers



How will my child know how they are 
doing and how to improve?

• Grade descriptors



How will my child know how they are 
doing and how to improve?

• Feedback – SIR marking







KS3 Maths 

• All classes are set from the start of September

• We follow levelled schemes of work for every class
• Classes have short topic tests at the end of each 

unit
• There will be three larger more formal exams during 

the year 



KS3 Maths Homework

• Mymaths tasks are set each week for homework
• Each class has a lesson using mymaths, once 

every fortnight
• Tasks are set according to ability of class
• We run homework catch-up sessions at lunch 

time



www.mymaths.co.uk

If you would like information on mymaths, we are 
able to give you, your child’s logins, so you can 
monitor what they are doing.

Students will be shown how to use the revision 
facilities on the website too. We encourage 
students to practice and improve their basic maths 
skills regularly. 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/


Revision 

We would also encourage students to look at other 
websites to help with their revision.

Bbcbitesize is a very useful site -
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize

Also, mrbartonmaths.com

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize


Extra help with Maths

We do run sessions for students we feel need an 
extra boost to their maths. These sessions are run 
by Mrs Baillie and you will be informed if your child 
is involved.







Last year:

-84% achieved C or better in English Language

-71% achieved C or better in Literature

-90% achieved 3LOP – the best  in Eastbourne

-65% achieved 4LOP.

-This year, a 4 is a pass (C). 5 is a good pass and 
the new ‘standard’. Year 8 students will have 
their work marked on this new, 9-1 scale.



How we make English enjoyable for 

Year 8 at Cavendish.

How you can support your child to 

help them succeed in English.

How we will prepare your child for 
exams, college and adulthood.



Year Eight  English

Term One: Shark Attack.

Students will explore the effect of language used in an 
extract from the exciting biography of Bethany Hamilton. 
Students then produce an analytical and researched 
argument either in support or opposing shark culling. 
Students also have one lesson every second week 
timetabled in the LRC to partake in our Accelerated Reader 
programme.



Year Eight English

Term Two: The Woman In Black

Your child will have the opportunity to study the novel , 
developing their reading and analysis skills on how 
authors use language and structure to affect readers. 
They will also develop confidence in identifying and using 
different literary devices n their own writing.



Year Eight English

Term Three: ‘Don’t get me started!’ 

In this scheme, students will read a number of  
extracts from a range of authors to inspire their 
own writing. They will develop their own ability to 
express a viewpoint. This prepares students for 
their English Language Paper 2 exam.



Year Eight English

Term Four: Evaluating Fiction

In this term, your child will learn how to comment on how 
fiction is structured to interest the reader and how to 
evaluate a writer’s skill. This will help them to become 
familiar with the language used in GCSE style questions as 
well as how to correctly approach the question to ensure 
success in future exams.



Year Eight English

Term Five: War Poetry 
Your child will have the opportunity to study a 
wide range of poems, developing their reading 
skills and analysing how poets use language and 
structure to affect readers. They will also develop 
confidence in comparing poems.



Year Eight English

Term Six: This exciting project allows students to and 
create their own piece of travel writing. Their writing will 
describe a place in detail and help the reader to imagine 
what it is like and include the writer's opinions of the 
place they are describing. 



Structure of the new Language paper:

Paper 1: Fiction

Students read one fiction 

text, analysing language 

and structure. They write 

either a description or 

narrative.

Paper 2: Non Fiction

Students read two fiction 

texts, comparing the way 

the writers use language 

and present their views. 

They write to express a 

viewpoint.



Structure of the new Literature paper:

Paper 1

Students analyse extracts 

from Romeo and Juliet and 

Jekyll and Hyde but also 

need to quote from 

memory.

Paper 2

Students answer 3 

questions on An Inspector 

Calls, conflict poetry and 

unseen poetry.





What we do in 
school…

• Intervention with a KS3 Intervention Officer to help 
with areas identified by class teachers.

• Sound Training reading booster sessions (6 x 1hr 
sessions for selected mid and high ability readers).

• We word and structure end of term assessments so 
that they sound like the assessments they will take 
at KS4 to prepare them.

• Regular homework which you can monitor on 
Show My Homework.

• Library lessons once a fortnight.



How students can be 
supported at home…

1. Monitor exercise books for 
presentation, teacher comments and 
homework.

2. Encourage them to redo and 
improve a piece of work in their 
exercise book, adding to it.



Reading at home is key to success…



A starting point.
Appropriate and popular authors for this age 
range include:

Modern/contemporary 

authors

Classic/established 

favourite authors

Malorie Blackman Enid Blyton

Eoin Colfer Frances Hodgson Burnett

Suzanne Collins Lewis Carroll

Anthony Horowitz Roald Dahl

Patrick Ness Kenneth Grahame

Philip Pullman J.R.R. Tolkien

Robert Swindells Jules Verne



Non fiction texts are 
really important too!

Non-fiction:

• Magazines (Saturday and Sunday supplements 
from the broadsheets are most beneficial), 
broadsheet newspapers, websites (such as the 
BBC, nationalgeographic.com, 
theguardian.com/uk), biographies and 
autobiographies of your child’s heroes.



Thank you for you support…

In the case of an issue, please contact your 
child’s teacher in the first instant.

Alternatively:

Year 7 KS3 Lead: Mrs Street

Year 8 KS3 Lead: Ms Da Nobrega

KS4 Lead: Mrs Slattery

Head of Faculty: Mr Pointon


